
 

 

Building/Fire Code Board of Appeals 
Meeting Minutes  

November 13, 2017 
 
 

Board Members Present: Board Members Absent: 
Gary Landhauser, Chairman 
Matt O’Neal, Vice Chairman 
Sarah Coleman 
Bill Knapp 
David Zahradnik 
Susan Forinash 

Rich Good 

   
Also Present:  
Kevin Ciabatti, Building Services Director 
Duncan McCallum, Building Services Manager 
Vance McKinnon, Cedar Rapids Fire Marshall 
Vern Zakostelecky, Zoning Administrator 
Sandi Fowler, Assistant City Administrator 
Dawn Kolosik, Recording Secretary 

Jay Davidson, Appellant 

   
 
Chairman Landhauser brought the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.  The meeting minutes from January 6, 
2017, were reviewed.  Sarah Coleman asked to have her name corrected on page 6.  Bill Knapp made a 
motion to accept the minutes as corrected; Sarah Coleman seconded.  All in favor.  Minutes approved. 
 
Discussion began concerning appeal B2-2017 regarding revocation of building permit BLDR-013551-2017 
for 1867 Ellis Blvd NW.  Chairman Landhauser turned the floor over for presentations.  Jay Davidson 
handed out a packet of information concerning his appeal, providing information on the timeline of 
events from permit issuance to permit revocation and why he wanted to build in this particular area.   
 
Kevin presented information concerning the permit revocation, stating: 
 
1. The Northwest Flood Mitigation Overlay District was established in 2014 and revised in 2016 to add 

additional addresses, which includes 1867 Ellis Blvd NW.  All of the properties within the Northwest 
Flood Mitigation Overlay District became non-conforming uses and this property fell into that 
category.     

2. The Northwest Flood Mitigation Overlay talks about typical maintenance to structures.  The Building 
Services Department does not believe that renovating the structure to the extent that this permit 
was applied for meets the provision of “typical maintenance”.    

 
Kevin reminded the Board of Appeals that they have very limited authority on what they can rule upon 
in terms of the Code:  they can rule on the Code as cited, that the Code does not fully apply, that an 
equivalent or better form of construction is proposed, or that the Building Official has incorrectly 
interpreted the Code, and that:  
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1. Regardless of the determination of the Board, the Building Services Department cannot re-instate a 

permit for this property due to the fact that, based on the information from the Cedar Rapids 
Assessor’s website, the property was gutted.  The Building Services Department believes the permit 
exceeded routine maintenance, and even restoring it minimally would still be considered a 
renovation project;  

2. The Board only has the authority to rule on the language in the Code and cannot anticipate what the 
intention is of the overlay district. 

 
Bill Knapp moved that the appeal be denied.  Susan Forinash seconded.  All in favor.  Appeal denied. 
 
Matt O’Neal made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Sarah Coleman seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 
2:54 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dawn Kolosik 
Recording Secretary 


